THE   DEFENCE   OF  DEMOCRACY
promotes the subversion of democracy, is not willed by
the democracies. They are compelled to it by the
aggressiveness of the totalitarian countries. That is
only superficially true; and if we accept that account
of the matter we arc deluding ourselves, in the familiar
way.
Men at some time are masters of their fate:
The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars,
But in ourselves, that we are underlings.
In the first place there is an economic compulsion to
produce for destruction, since our property-system
does not permit us to produce maximally for construc-
tion. Secondly, after the last war we had opportunity
after opportunity of disarming: the world expected it
of us, and we were pledged to Germany to do so. Had
we taken disarmament seriously and not used it
merely to hold Germany down, the situation would
have been vastly different to-day. Thirdly, the reason
why we were 'unable* to disarm was that we needed
our armaments to maintain a flagrantly unjust treaty
of peace. The same moral failure of British democracy
which is operative on the economic plane as a compul-
sion to produce for destruction, since it has not the
imagination or the will to change an obsolete and
unjust property-system, was manifest on the world-
political plane as a brutal determination to wreak
vengeance on an heroic but defeated Germany. It is
not Germany, but the democracies which began the
definite movement of regression from civilization and
from justice which has become a stampede to-day.